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• Type questions in the chat, or 

raise hand

• Keep muted unless intentionally 

speaking
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Foreword



Foreword

Preceding the Federal Seed Act, AOSCA 

was established in 1919 as the 

International Crop Improvement 

Association (ICIA). Later becoming 

incorporated in Illinois as a non-profit 

organization. In 1968, ICIA's name 

changed to AOSCA. The purpose of AOSCA 

was to establish credible standards for 

interstate seed trade and commerce. Most 

seed production principles can trace back 

to AOSCA.
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Foreword

• 1 official seed certifying agency per state

• 7 countries including: Canada, Argentina, 
Brazil, Chile, Australia, New Zealand, and 
South Africa 

• Agencies  maintain a close working 
relationship with the seed industry, seed 
regulatory agencies, governmental 
agencies, agricultural research and 
Extension services.

• Association employs 2 full time staff: CEO, 
and Executive Assistant, now fully remote



Governance



Classes of Membership

• National, provincial, 
state, or other 
agencies officially 
designated to certify 

seed

• Agency chooses one 
voting member as its 
representative

• Additional 
participants from an 

agency may be 
Associate Members

Vested Member

• Individual who fosters or 
promotes purposes of 
AOSCA

• Does not have voting 
rights unless acting as 
proxy for Vested 
Member

Associate Member

• Organizations or 
other entities 
involved in aspects 
of seed 
certification

• Designate one 
person as contact 
representative

• Additional 
persons may 
become 
Associate 
Members

• Does not have right to 
vote unless acting as 
proxy for Vested 

Member

Affiliate Member

• Honor bestowed upon 
recommendation of 
Vested Member

• Life membership for 
outstanding service to 

AOSCA

• Does not have voting 
rights, unless acting 
as proxy

Honorary Member



The purposes of AOSCA:

To establish minimum 
standards for genetic 
purity and identity for 
the classes of 
certified seed. (some 
agencies requiring 
mechanical 
standards)

To standardize seed 
certification 
regulations and 
procedures, and 
operational 
procedures in 
interagency seed 
certification

To periodically review 
agency genetic 
standards and 
procedures to assure 
conformity with 
Federal Seed Laws

To cooperate with 
state and Federal 
Departments of 
Agriculture by 
suggesting new areas 
of research to 
improve seed 
sampling and testing 
techniques for seed 
regulatory purposes.



The purposes of AOSCA:

To cooperate with the OECD 
and International 
organizations involved in the 
development of standards, 
regulations, procedures, 
and policies to expedite 
movement of seed and 
encourage international 
commerce in improved 
varieties.

To cooperate with seed 
regulatory agencies in the 
determination of policy, 
regulations, definitions, or 
any procedures relating to 
the labeling and distribution 
of seed moving in intrastate, 
interstate, or international 
commerce.

To assist its members in 
promotion, production, 
identification, distribution 
and use of the certified 
classes and germplasm 
types of seed and other 
propagating materials of 
crop varieties and 
germplasms.

To encourage cooperation 
with all individuals, 
agencies, groups and 
organizations to accomplish 
these purposes

To assist its members in 
promoting quality 
assurance, identify 
preservation, and other 
services that will facilitate 
the production and 
distribution of seed and 
grain products.



Code of Ethics



Code of Ethics

1. Uphold and comply with Bylaws and Policies of 

AOSCA and respect the integrity and sovereignty 

of AOSCA and its member agencies.

2. Maintain the highest degree of integrity with 

respect to the conduct of business and all 

activities associated with clients, customers, and 

co-workers.

3. Avoid situations that would result in a conflict of 

interest for AOSCA and its member agencies.

4. Comply with all applicable international, national, 

and local laws, including those relating to 

intellectual property and plant breeder’s rights.

5. Respect and preserve the confidentiality of all 

proprietary/privileged client information.

6. Seek the most complete and factual information 

available before rendering any judgements affecting 

AOSFA and its member agencies.

7. Refrain from using AOSCA’s name, logo, or marks 

in a manner inconsistent with the organization’s 

bylaws and policies or in any manner that discredits 

AOSCA and its’ member agencies. 
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Introduction



Introduction

• The Handbook contains the Genetic and Crop 

Standards of AOSCA which are requirements 

developed for certifying seed and other 

propagating materials.

• Minimum requirements

• Primary Purpose is to maintain genetic 

purity and varietal identity.

• Additionally, includes factors such as 
physical quality and disease; mechanical 

standards
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Introduction

• Genetic and Crop Standards offered in 2 parts:

• “Genetic Seed Certification Standards”= 
Chapter 1

• Basic foundation for minimum 
standards for all crop types

• “Crop Certification Standards”

• Crop specific standards that build 
upon the basic requirements found 
in the “genetic seed certification 
standards.”

• General recommendations and procedures in 

seed sampling, handling, and related topics.

• Handbook is updated annual following the annual 

meeting



Seed Certification & 
The Federal Seed Act

Federal Seed Act Seed Certification

▪ The Federal Seed Act regulates interstate and 
foreign commerce in seeds, to require labeling and 
to prevent misrepresentation of seeds in interstate 
commerce, to require certain standards with respect 
to certain imported seeds, and for other purposes

▪ Truth in Labeling

▪ Enforced by USDA-AMS, Located in Gastonia, NC

▪ Certified Seed: Sections 201.67-201.78

▪ All states have their own State Seed Laws and 

Regulations with a goal to help ensure that 

consumers receive the quality and type of seed they 

pay for.

▪ Enforced by the Department of Agriculture in the 

state (generally). Pulls regulatory samples, 

investigates complaints, etc. 

▪ If seed is staying within the state, it should be 

labeled according to state law.



Who is the lucky winner?



Certification 
Requirements and 
Standards Council



“Council”

• Established in 2005

• Council has sole authority to establish, 
amend, and abolish AOSCA’s official seed 
certification standards and approved 
program requirements. 

• AOSCA Board of Directors and Advisory 
Committee review proposed changes and may 
make recommendation or veto. 
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Council Voting Members

• National, provincial, 
state, or other 
agencies officially 
designated to certify 

seed

• Agency chooses one 
voting member as its 
representative

• Additional 
participants from an 

agency may be 
Associate Members

Vested Member

• Individual who fosters or 
promotes purposes of 
AOSCA

• Does not have voting 
rights unless acting as 
proxy for Vested 
Member

Associate Member

• Organizations or other 
entities involved in aspects 
of seed certification

• Designate one person as 
contact representative

• Additional persons 
may become 
Associate Members

• Does not have right to vote 
unless acting as proxy for Vested 
Member

Affiliate Member

• Honor bestowed upon 
recommendation of 
Vested Member

• Life membership for 
outstanding service to 

AOSCA

• Does not have voting 
rights, unless acting 
as proxy

Honorary Member



Council Leadership

• Each region elects a vice-

chairperson to the 

Council each year. 

• North, South, West, 

Global
• Global: Canada, Argentina, 

Brazil, Chile, Australia, New 
Zealand, South Africa 



Council Leadership

• Each region elects a vice-chairperson to the Council 

each year. 

• Council membership elects a chairperson

• Chairperson and vice-chairs are responsible for the 

operation of the Council

• The Council may establish committees to deal with 

general certification issues

• Or specific crop topics

• Council chairperson appoints chairs and members of 

each committee that reports to the Council. 

2022-2023 Leadership Team

Chair: Lauren Port (CA)

Global: Gail Harris (CAN)

South: Tom Hardiman (VA)

North: Dan Olson (SD)

West: Dan Curry (OR)



Council  Meetings

• Typically during AOSCA Annual Meeting

• May hold additional meetings 
throughout the year

• Action may be taken without meeting

• Circulate a detailed description of 
the action 

• Written response from minimum 
two-thirds of vested members



Committees

Council Committees Board Committees

▪ Alfalfa & Miscellaneous Legumes

▪ Corn & Sorghum

▪ Grass

▪ Hemp

▪ Peanut/Sunflower/Cotton

▪ Small Grains & Rice

▪ Soybean

▪ Tree/Shrub/PVG

▪ Business Development

▪ Education/Promotions

▪ Foundation Seed Stock

▪ Legislation and By-Laws

▪ Variety Review Boards



Procedures required 
for changes to genetic 
crop standards
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The Change Process

Request for change 

made by industry, 

agency, or AOSCA.



The Change Process

Change sponsor(s) 

complete Council 

Standards Change 

Document



The Change Process

Proposed change is 

reviewed by Council 

Leadership



The Change Process

Proposed change is 

discussed at each 

Regional Meeting



The Change Process

Proposed change is 

introduced at opening 

of Council meeting at 

Annual Meeting



The Change Process

Commodity 

Committee meets to 

discuss, review, and 

approve



The Change Process

Committee reports at 

Council meeting, and 

Council votes to 

accept change



The Change Process

AOSCA Board of 

Directors and Advisory 

Committee make final 

review



The Change Process
Request

Draft

Review by Council Leadership

Present at Regional Meetings

Introduce at Annual Meeting

Discuss and approve at Commodity Committee

Commodity committee report approved

BOD and Advisory Committee accept



Don’t forget to join us 
for Session 2 held via 
zoom on December 6th, 
2022 @ 1:00 central.

Register Here.

Session 2 Topics:
General Requirement for Seed 
Certification I-IV
Generally Accepted Practices 
for allowing additional 
generation of certified seed in 
emergency
Standards for Experimental 
Lines



Thank you

https://www.surveymonkey.co
m/r/VWX9JFQ


