AOSCA National Variety Review Board Season Nearly Completed
AOSCA administers five National Variety Review Boards that provide a valuable service to plant breeders as they develop new crop varieties and present them for acceptance into seed certification programs.  The application process begins in the fall of the year, the Boards meet during the winter and early spring months, and once the reviews have been completed, the final reports are made available to seed certification agencies.

This program would not be possible if not for a cadre of dedicated volunteers from seed certification agencies and the related seed industry.  The list of all NVRB members is too long for this newsletter, but AOSCA wants to recognize the following Agency representatives and the roles they played during the most recent NVRB season.
Alfalfa & Misc. Legumes 
Chair – Mike Moore, (Wyoming Seed Certification Service)




Vice-Chair - Brad Erker, (Colorado Seed Growers’ Assn.)
Grass 



Chair - Neal Foster, (South Dakota Crop Improvement Assn.)




Vice-Chair - Sandy Smith, (Oregon Seed Certification Service)
Soybean


Chair – John Armstrong, (Ohio Seed Improvement Assn.)




Vice-Chair – Joe Deford, (Indiana Crop Improvement Assn.)
Small Grains


Chair – Steve Sebesta, (North Dakota State Seed Dept.)




Vice-Chair – Lester Cannon, (Louisiana Dept. of Agriculture)
Sunflower


Chair – Ronald Larson, (Montana Seed Growers’ Assn.)




Vice-Chair – Dale Williams, 





(North Dakota Foundation Seedstocks Project)
It might be helpful to offer a bit of history about the AOSCA NVRB process.

Variety Review Boards trace their roots to the early 1960’s and they have evolved over the years since.  The aim of review boards, then and now, is to provide uniformity as new varieties are developed, accepted for certification, and grown for certified seed.

The first review board was for alfalfa, and over the years, other legumes and clover have been added to that NVRB. Four other NVRB’s were developed soon after that for grasses, small grains, soybeans, and sunflowers.

The purpose of the Variety Review Board system is to determine if new crop varieties meet the eligibility requirements of the AOSCA genetic seed certification standards.  The Boards accomplish this by providing a central, standardized, and nonbiased procedure followed by all plant breeders submitting review applications to AOSCA.  NVRB membership is comprised of representatives from seed certification agencies, USDA, and the seed industry, thus offering a peer review process for new varieties. 

Plant breeders desiring to enter their new varieties into certification programs access the applications through the AOSCA web site.  Applications are updated annually to provide an efficient system for gathering information for review by the NVRB members. The applications and supporting information are submitted to the AOSCA office for electronic distribution to each review board member. 

Upon receiving a positive review, new plant varieties are recommended for inclusion into seed certification programs administered by AOSCA Agencies.  The plant breeders or owners of these varieties receive a certificate from AOSCA and a final NVRB report is published and made available at the end of the season.

The National Variety Review Board program is a good example of many volunteers working together to encourage the continued development of new varieties that will benefit seed producers and their customers. For further information about National Variety Review Boards administered by AOSCA, please visit its website or contact the AOSCA office.

